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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN'S COMMENT ON MILITARY 
SUPPLY POLICY 

REF: ISLAMABAD 1 1766 

1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF AMBASSADOR MOYNIHAN'S 
ONLY COMMENT AT HIS DECEMBER 15 PRESS CONFERENCE ABOUT 
MILITARY SUPPLY POLICY. IT WAS IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION 
ABOUT WHETHER THE US HAS "ANY ACTIVE POLICY...TO DIS- 
COURAGE GROWING ARMAMENT IN THE SUBCONTINENT." 

2. "WELL I WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THAT WAS CLEAR AND I 
GUESS I AM ENOUGH OF A PROFESSOR OF GOVERNMENT TO KNOW THAT 
SOME THINGS SINK IN PRETTY SLOWLY. BUT WHAT IN THE HELL DO 

WE HAVE TO DO, WE'RE THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD WHICH 
DOES NOT SELL ARMS TO SOUTH ASIA THAT HAS ANY ARMS TO SELL. 

WE RE THE ONLY ONE. YOU NAME ME, ANYBODY HERE IN THIS ROOM. 
WANT TO NAME ME A COUNTRY THAT SELLS ARMS, THAT DOES NOT SELL 
ARMS TO SOUTH ASIA, EXCEPT US? COME ON GENTLEMEN, RAISE 
YOUR HANDS, I'M BACK AT SCHOOL ALREADY. CAN YOU NAME ONE. 

CAN ANYBODY HERE NAME A COUNTRY THAT PRODUCES ARMS FOR SALE 
THAT DOES NOT SELL THEM TO PAKISTAN, INDIA, BANGLADESH. 

CEYLON. WHATEVER, EXCEPTING THE UNITED STATES? HUH? WE RE 
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THE ONLY ONE THAT DOESN'T. AND WE'VE HAD THE POLICY IN EFFECT 
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SINCE 1965. THAT IS ONE-THIRD THE LIFE OF THE INDEPENDENT 
GOVERNMENTS OF PAKISTAN AND INDIA. WE ARE THE ONLY PERSON 
THAT HAS THAT POLICY IN EFFECT AND YET CONTINUALLY WE ARE 
ASKED WHEN WE ARE GOING TO STOP SUPPLYING ARMS TO SOUTH 
ASIA. I-I CAN'T EXPRESS TO YOU THE CONFUSION IN MY MIND 
AS TO WHY IT IS SO DIFFICULT TO ESTABLISH WHAT IS, AFTER 
ALL, A FAIRLY EXPLICIT FACT. AND NOR COULD I PREVENT MYSELF 
FROM SAYING THAT AS A GOVERNMENT WE ADOPTED THIS POLICY IN 
THE THOUGHT AND THE EXPECTATION THAT IT WOULD BE MET WITH 
APPROVAL IN THE REGION TO WHICH IT HAS APPLIED. AND APPROVAL, 
AT LEAST, INVOLVES SOME MEASURE OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. AND 
IF THERE ARE THOSE WHO LIKE THE POLICY, WHO APPROVE IT, AND 
WISH IT TO PERSIST, I WOULD HAVE THOUGHT SUCH PERSONS 
MIGHT MAKE SOME EFFORT TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IT EXISTS - BE- 
CAUSE THERE IT SURELY IS BUT LITTLE ADVANTAGE IN PERSISTING IN A 
POLICY WHICH HAS NO MANIFEST BENEFITS WHATEVER. I'M NOT 
SAYING THAT THIS IS SO. BUT I MEAN THAT IF A POLICY IS DESIGNED 
TO WIN A MEASURE OF APPROVAL WINS NONE, THEN CLEARLY IT'S A 
FAILED POLICY. I DON'T THINK THIS IS A FAILED POLICY BUT I 
HOPE IT DOES NOT BECOME ONE. "MOYNIHAN 
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